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Election coverage goals 
 Involve many students from many classes 

 Keep expectations realistic 

 Mirror the professions 

 Use new tools 

 Showcase our converged coverage of 
broadcasting and print students 

 

 

 



Live blogging  
 The centerpiece of coverage 

 Allowed us to curate content from many 
classes – broadcasting and print – in one 
place 

 Realistic expectations 

 Mirror the professions 

 Use new tools 



What is live blogging? 
 “Rolling textual coverage” 

 Curate original content and social media 

 Provide real-time updates 

 





http://www.scribblelive.com/


Content 
 Live written reports from the field 

 Live radio reports from the field 

 Live photographs from the field 

 Live tweets from students in the field 

 Live audience polls 

 



Content 
 Broadcast news packages – radio and TV 

 Feature videos (Journalism 101)  

 



Content 
 Social media 

 AP wire 

 Real-time vote totals from Secretary of 
State’s office 

 



Our live blog 
 

http://cojmc.webfactional.com/2012/11/06/streaming-real-time-coverage-of-election-day-news/






Pre-election prep 



Study news sites 
 How do they act as curators? 

 How do they provide context when 
curating? 



Verification 
 They learned how to evaluate and verify 

sources of information, particularly social 
media.  

 



Attribution and aggregation 
 They learned how to properly attribute 

their curated stories.  

 How to follow a prescribed style when 
linking, writing headlines and posting 
online.   

 



Digital reporting strategies 
 In order to be good curators, they needed 

a lot of background about the election, 
both national and local. 

 Used RSS feeds, Google alerts and social 
media search to keep current on issues 
and candidates.  

 



Digital reporting strategies 
 They learned how to use Twitter lists to 

develop a valuable feed of sources to 
monitor news, trends and sources.   

 In the end, they developed personalized 
news feeds in advance of election. 

 

 



Learn advanced tools 
 ScribbleLive, the live blogging platform  

 HootSuite, a social media monitoring tool 





The live blog roles 
 Slot: big picture perspective; the one who 

actually decides what to post 

 Rims: monitor specific channels; feed 
possible items to slot 

 Detailed election manual. 



What we learned 
 The students loved the live blogging! 

 



Student comments: 
“I thought the live blogging was an 
incredible experience.  

“This experience is something I will add to 
my portfolio and tell potential employers.”  

 



Student comments: 
“It felt like you were in a real newsroom, 
and the atmosphere was great.  There were 
always people bustling in and out, and 
reporters calling the slot person.   

“To tell you the truth, it reinforced my belief 
that this is what I want to do with my life.” 



What we learned 
 Students picked up the concept and 

software quickly. 

 Don’t fear experimentation. 

 They aren’t bothered by glitches or 
questions. 

 Observe the pros. 



What we’d do differently 
 Spend more time on prep in the classroom. 

 Spend more time trying out the tools. 

 Do more promotions about the live coverage. 

 Spend more time developing a consistent 
content sheet. 

 

 

 



Applications 
 Editing, reporting and social media classes 

 Any type of news event 

 Gives students a great live deadline 
experience 

 Practice skills employers want 
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