
Multimedia News Reporting 
 
JOUR 450 |Section 002 |NewsNetNebraska                                                  
www.newsnetnebraska.org 

Mondays |1:30 to 3:20 p.m. | Room 108 | 
Andersen Hall 

Instructor: Michelle Carr Hassler | 243 Andersen | 
mhassler3@unl.edu | 402-472-7050 | 402-580-5816 
(c) | blog | diigo |@MichelleHassler |  
 
Heartland Project reporter: Bobby Caina Calvan | 
bobbyc@HeartlandProj.org |   
916.384.6750 | @calvanbobby 
 

Course objectives: JOUR 450 will help you polish the concepts and technical skills needed to 
produce digital content for online distribution. This course builds on and reinforces skills taught 
in your previous journalism courses to help you develop fluency in all types of digital media, 
including Web writing, social media, photography, audio and videography.  

This semester, JOUR 450 also has additional objectives because it is part of a national grant 
designed to bring more attention to diversity issues in Nebraska. The College of Journalism and 
Mass Communications joined with the Ford Foundation, the Asian American Journalists 
Association and the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association to create the Heartland 
Project. 

As a result, we will be focusing our news coverage for NewsNetNebraska on diversity in the 
following areas: 

 Access to health care 

 Economic recovery 

 Immigration 

 Domestic violence 

Our goal is to amplify voices that traditionally haven’t been heard – or heard very little – in the 
Nebraska media. 

Additionally, you’ll be meeting these objectives (based on the “Reporting Race, Gender and 
Diversity in America” syllabus, developed by the Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and 
Public Policy):  

 Develop skills to enhance reporting, interviewing and community awareness.   

 Improve interviewing skills to accommodate sources from a range of perspectives.  

 Identify media practices, frames and other effects that shape perceptions about 
difference, inequity and appropriate policies in areas such as health, education, crime 
and government.  

 Appreciate and engage with the ethical issues and personal challenges posed by 
reporting across social difference. 

http://www.newsnetnebraska.org
http://www.newsnetnebraska.org/
mailto:mhassler3@unl.edu
http://michellehassler.wordpress.com/
https://www.diigo.com/user/mhassler3
mailto:bobbyc@HeartlandProj.org
http://www.aaja.org/ford-grant-2013/
http://journalism.unl.edu/heartland-project-examine-diversity-nebraska
http://journalism.unl.edu/heartland-project-examine-diversity-nebraska
http://journalistsresource.org/syllabi/syllabus-reporting-race-gender-and-diversity-in-america


Prerequisites: You must have completed all 100- and 200-level courses required for your 
major in the College of Journalism and Mass Communications as well as JOUR 302 or JOUR 
369. This course is no longer a required course for broadcasting majors. 

What you must purchase for this class: 

 16 GB SDHC, Class 6 flash memory card with a compatible compact card 
reader. The card and card reader are available on Amazon and most computer stores. 
This will be your personal memory card for audio and video recordings.  
 

 The Associated Press Stylebook and Briefing on Media Law (recent edition).  

Class structure: This class is a combination of lecture, discussion and hands-on activities. 
Throughout the semester, you will use the skills of a multimedia journalist: reporting, writing, 
editing and creating photographs, audio, videos, text stories and social media content. By the 
end of the semester, you will be required to demonstrate proficiency in multiple platforms. 

This class will model as much as possible a working newsroom, where reporters, editors and 
producers work as a team to produce quality content. You may be asked to take on different 
roles with the news projects the class produces. 

We also have an amazing resource who will consult with the class and offer his advice and 
expertise: Bobby Caina Calvan, a former Boston Globe reporter who is spearheading the 
Heartland Project coverage. We also will have several guest speakers during the course of the 
semester.  

Toward the middle of the semester, as you start devoting more work to the stories, the class 
structure may be more flexible. We may only meet briefly as a group to discuss progress on 
stories; the rest of the class time can be used for you to work on stories or conduct interviews. 

Expectations will be high: You will be working in an electronic newsroom and publishing 
content the world can see within a matter of minutes. With your full participation, it should be 
stimulating. It’s also a big responsibility. 

Coursework 
 
This will include reading assignments, response papers and news content for the website. You 
will need open accounts in Google Drive, Box, Twitter and Diigo. 
 
Response papers: You will be required to submit a one-page, single-spaced paper about the 
week’s readings and examples of multimedia packages (occasionally I may assign a news story 
for you to analyze.) These reflections should be uploaded to Blackboard at the beginning of the 
class (see schedule for exact due dates).  The rubric and instructions for the response papers are 
posted on Blackboard in the assignment section. 
 
As we work through the semester, I may add readings to the list – to keep it current and relevant 
to the projects and stories we have chosen. Be sure to double-check the reading list before you 
complete the response paper for the week.  
 
I may share additional things for you to read through Diigo. I encourage you to share items of 
interest with each other here, too. You do not have to include any readings shared through Diigo 
in your response papers but you should definitely read them.  

http://www.aaja.org/category/programsprojects/heartland/


Reflections: After each story or project, you will write a reflection that includes a self-
assessment of what you did best and what you could improve upon. These should be uploaded to 
Blackboard after the assignment has been submitted (see schedule for exact due dates). 

News content: You will be required to create a variety of digital news content for the 
NewsNetNebraska website, including text, photos, infographics, data visualizations and video.  
These assignments are worth 65 percent of your final grade.  

As a class, we will be producing a series of multimedia stories and a multimedia news project 
during the semester. In some cases, you may be working in teams to produce the digital content. 
But by the end of the semester, each of you must have written a text piece and shot a video and 
either shot photos and/or designed a graphic or data visualization.  
 
You will be required to develop an idea for a diversity multimedia story that will be produced 
during the first half of the semester. During the second half, we will focus on a multi-story news 
project based on a theme developed and chosen by the class. For both assignments, you will be 
required to do the research and come up with compelling and doable ideas and themes. Once we 
have settled on ideas and themes, you will continue to do research so you can pitch stories.  
 
A third assignment will involve breaking news coverage on Election Day. Please make 
arrangements now to have at least two hours free on Tuesday, Nov. 4, so you can participate in 
this coverage. 

 (Two caveats about your stories: you should not be interviewing friends as sources for news 
stories and you should stay away from pitching stories that deal mainly with the J school.) 
 
All story ideas for these projects must be pitched in writing on the story pitch document in this 
Google Drive folder: 
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B4BEN_jDERXFdFEzMlQwLTNmZTA&usp=sharing 
 
The quality of your pitches can affect your grade substantially because pitches are worth 20 
percent of your overall grade. Read the pitch sheet handout closely to understand the 
expectations; it also will be posted on Blackboard.  
 
Your pitches will be discussed and refined in class discussions, similar to a news meeting. Your 
instructor must approve your final pitch; if your approved pitch falls through for whatever 
reason, you will need to contact the instructor. When your story is completed and has been 
approved by the instructor, you will post it to NewsNetNebraska.  
 
This syllabus, along with a detailed schedule of the assignments, will be posted on Blackboard.  
It will be your responsibility to know when your assignments are due.  Grading rubrics for 
assignments also will be posted to Blackboard so you can understand what’s required. 

Expectations 

Read the news: You are expected to have a solid grasp of current events and an understanding 
of the issues facing Nebraska and the nation. You must closely following the news, including 
local and university coverage, so you can develop strong story ideas.  

 
Deadlines: You are journalism students, and in journalism, deadlines are sacrosanct. You can’t 
miss them. And if you do, bad things happen. Like zeros. 

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B4BEN_jDERXFdFEzMlQwLTNmZTA&usp=sharing


Attendance policy: Attendance in this class is required.  Two unexcused absences and you 
flunk. Obviously, serious illness or family emergencies are legitimate reasons for not attending. 
However, you must let me know — ahead of time when possible. In case of an emergency, please 
talk with me about your absence ASAP thereafter. If you are going to miss a class, it is your 
responsibility to:  

 Notify me  

 Make-up the missed assignments - note your grade will drop for late assignments. 
 
Computers and cellphones: You will need to bring your laptop to every class, but please 
keep computers and cell phones off or “asleep” until you are directed to power them up. If you 
want to take notes, which I fully encourage, please use pen and paper.    
 
Classroom conduct: You must be engaged in this class to learn. I will make this class relevant 
to you as aspiring journalists. But you need to give your full attention to class speakers 
(including me or your fellow students). Rude behavior – including chatting during class (unless 
you are contributing to the discussion), arriving late, nodding off, looking at email, Facebook or 
other social media on your laptop, text messaging or other inappropriate behavior – is 
disruptive and won’t be tolerated. You may be asked to leave the class if such behavior occurs 
and will not be allowed to make up any work you miss that day.  
 
Communication: Good communication is important in this course. Don’t hesitate to contact 
me any time with questions. My office hours will be Tuesdays, 2:30-4:30 p.m. It’s best to 
schedule an appointment with me on myPlan. If those times don’t work for you, send me an 
email to arrange a more convenient time.  

Grades: You will earn letter grades for all your work based on the following:  

 65 percent will be based on the news content you produce for publication.  

 20 percent will be based on your project ideas and story pitches (must be turned in on 
time to get credit).  

 15 percent will be based on response and reflection papers. 
 
For some of the assignments, you will be given an opportunity to get feedback on the first 
version of the content you produce for the course – and then turn in another version a week 
later. Both versions will be graded; with the first version given slightly more weight than the 
revised version.  
 

Course grading scale: 

 

ACE outcome: Approved in January 2008 by the faculty of the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln, UNL’s new Achievement‐Centered General Education Program (ACE) is built on 
student learning outcomes that answer the fundamental question, "What should all 
undergraduate students‐‐irrespective of their majors and career aspirations‐‐know or be able to 
do upon graduation?"  
 



This course is certified to meet ACE student learning outcome #10: Generate a creative or 
scholarly product that requires broad knowledge, appropriate technical proficiency, 
information collection, synthesis, interpretation, presentation, and reflection. 
  
Opportunities to learn: Students will acquire the knowledge and skills by generating a variety of 
creative projects for publication on NewsNetNebraska, the college’s online news service. For 
each of the projects, students will collect information by interviewing sources and conducting 
research. They will then synthesize the gathered information and interpret it so that it can be 
presented to a mass audience. They also will have the opportunity to demonstrate technical 
proficiency in several areas, including: photography and photo editing; videography and video 
editing; audio collection and editing; computer coding; and use of a content management 
system.  Students also are given the opportunity to reflect on their creative products once they 
are produced.  
 
Opportunities to demonstrate: The graded assignments used to assess achievement include:  
multimedia stories that include text, photos, audio, video and infographics.  
 
ACEJMC competencies: The College of Journalism and Mass Communications is accredited 
by the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications (ACEJMC). 
The mission of ACEJMC is “to foster and encourage excellence and high standards in 
professional education in journalism and mass communications.” ACEJMC recommends that all 
graduates should be aware of certain core values and competencies. This course addresses the 
following competencies:  
 

1. Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the journalism profession, 
audience and purposes students serve.  

2. Apply tools and technologies appropriate for the digital news professions in which 
students are preparing to work.  

3. Conduct research and gather information for presentation on the Web.  
 
Specific course learning outcomes: After practicing digital media principles and 
techniques in this course, you will be able to: 

 Be proficient in the tools, technology, software and techniques used in digital news 
professions. 

 Develop compelling story ideas that can be effectively articulated. 

 Conduct thorough reporting and research, including effective interviewing and being 
able to distinguish reliable from unreliable sources. 

 Write clearly and correctly for the Web. This includes writing clear and succinct ledes, 
effectively attributing and using direct and indirect quotations and writing headlines, 
subheads and captions that are clear and searchable. 

 Create informative photographic slideshows and/or photographs that enhance Web 
news stories or stand alone. 

 Create hyperlinks and informational graphics to supplement stories.  

 Cover breaking news and/or live events via mobile tools.     

 Effectively organize and place content on a news Web page.  

 Independently create a complete and engaging multimedia news package that 
incorporates a variety of digital media.  

 
Academic integrity: Every student must adhere to the policy on academic integrity set forth 
in the UNL Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the UNL Bulletin. Students who plagiarize 
may receive a failing grade on an assignment or for an entire course and may be reported to the 



Student Judicial Review Board. The work a student submits in a class must be the student's own 
work and must be work completed for that particular class and assignment. Students wishing to 
build on an old project or work on a similar project in two classes must discuss this with both 
professors.  
 
Academic dishonesty includes:  

 Handing in another's work or part of another's work as your own.  

 Turning in one of your old papers (including something you wrote in high school) for a 
current class.  

 Turning in the same or similar paper for two different classes.  

 Using notes or other study aids or otherwise obtaining another's answers for a quiz or an 
examination.  

 
Anything and everything you include in your papers that comes from another source must be 
attributed with proper citation. That includes ideas and opinions. Plagiarism consists of using 
phrases, sentences or paragraphs from any source and republishing them without alteration or 
attribution. The sources include, but are not limited to, books, magazines, newspapers, 
television or radio reports, websites and other students’ papers.  
 
Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the 
instructor for a confidential discussion of their individual needs for academic accommodation. It 
is the policy of the University of Nebraska‐Lincoln to provide flexible and individualized 
accommodation to students with documented disabilities that may affect their ability to fully 
participate in course activities or meet course requirements. To receive accommodation services, 
students must be registered with the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) office, 132 
Canfield Administration, 472‐3787 voice or TTY.  
 
Diversity: The College of Journalism and Mass Communications values diversity, in the 
broadest sense of the word – gender, age, race, ethnicity, nationality, income, religion, 
education, geographic, physical and mental ability or disability, sexual orientation. We recognize 
that understanding and incorporating diversity in the curriculum enables us to prepare our 
students for careers as professional communicators in a global society. As communicators, we 
understand that journalism, advertising and other forms of strategic communication must 
reflect society in order to be effective and reliable. We fail as journalists if we are not accurate in 
our written, spoken and visual reports; including diverse voices and perspectives improves our 
accuracy and truthfulness. In advertising, we cannot succeed if we do not understand the value 
of or know how to create advertising that reflects a diverse society and, thus, appeals to broader 
audiences. 

 
 
The schedule (subject to change at the instructor’s discretion):  

 
 
Week 1 │ Aug. 25 

 Course and syllabus explanation.  

 Examples of multimedia projects. 

 Developing story ideas and sources. 

 Digital reporting tools. 

 Self-assessment questionnaire. 

 Internship questionnaire. 



 
Assignments: 

 Response paper on readings, due before Sept. 8 class; upload to Blackboard.   

 Conduct interviews with three sources. Once you have a confirmed appointment, please 
post to spreadsheet in Google Drive folder to avoid any duplication.   

 At least three story ideas and three project ideas, due Friday, Sept. 5; upload to Google 
Drive.  

 Twitter list 

 Prepare questions for guest speakers. 

 
 
Week 2 │ Sept. 1 | NO CLASS (Labor Day) 

 
 
Week 3 │ Sept. 8  
 

 Discuss ideas and Twitter list 

 Guest speaker: Rebecca Gonzales of Nebraska Appleseed 

 Diversity topic: Know your community  

 Interviewing 

 Multimedia storytelling tools 
 
Assignments: 
 

 Response paper on readings, due before Sept. 15 class; upload to Blackboard.  

 Conduct informal interviews at three “third places.” Once you decided where, please post 
to Google spreadsheet to avoid any duplication.   

 At least three story ideas and three project ideas, due midnight Sunday, Sept. 14; 
upload to Google Drive.  

 Group data research assignment due; upload to Google Drive. 
 

 
 
Week 4 │ Sept. 15 
 

 Guest speaker: Beatty Brasch of the Center for People in Need 

 Discuss ideas and data 

 Interviewing 

 Multimedia storytelling 

 Diversity topic: Diversity and news 
 

Assignments: 

 Response paper on readings, due before Sept. 22 class; upload to Blackboard.  

 Conduct interviews with three sources. Once you have a confirmed appointment, please 
post to Google spreadsheet to avoid any duplication. 

  At least three project ideas, due midnight Sunday, Sept. 21; upload to Google Drive. 
 

Week 5 | Sept. 22 

 Discuss ideas 



 Diversity topic: Framing and fault lines 

 How to pitch stories 

 Multimedia tools 

 Audio 
 

Assignments: 

 Response paper on readings, due before class; upload to Blackboard.  

 Familiarize yourself with NLGJA, AAJA and NABJ stylebooks so you can take an open 
book quiz. 

 Watch Rich Hill documentary (available on On Demand, iTunes and Amazon) 

 Story pitch due to Google folder. 

 
 
Week 6 | Sept. 29 

 Pitch session 

 Diversity topic: bias 

 Interviewing 

 Profile writing 

 Video  
 

Assignments: 

 Response paper on readings, due before class; upload to Blackboard.  

 
 
Week 7 │ Oct. 6 

 Video 

 Photos/Infographics 

 Diversity topic: bias 
 
Assignments: 

 Response paper on readings, due before class; upload to Blackboard.  

 Familiarize yourself with NLGJA, AAJA and NABJ stylebooks so you can take an open 
book quiz. 

 
Week 8 | Oct 13 

 Quiz over NLGJA, AAJA and NABJ stylebooks. 

 Diversity topic: language and sensitivity 

 Web writing 

 Uploading to CMS 
 
Assignments: 

 Stories due by class time Oct. 27. Upload text to Box folder; download video and 
photos/graphics to NewsNet folder on server.  

 

Week 9 | Oct. 20 NO CLASS (Fall break) 
 
Week 10 | Oct. 27 
 

 Go over election plan and assignments 



 Diversity topic: media case studies 
 
Assignments: 

 Reflection due; upload to Blackboard. 

 Pitches due for project. 
 
Week 11 | Nov. 3 

 Pitch session 

 Election plan and assignments 

 Diversity topic: media case studies 
 
Week 12 | Nov. 10 

 Story conferences 

 Reflection due; upload to Blackboard. 
 
Week 13 | Nov. 17 

 Story conferences 
 
Week 14 | Nov. 24 

 Story conferences 
 
Assignments:  

 Stories due by class time. Upload text to Box; download video and photos to NewsNet 
folder on server. 

  
Week 15 | Dec. 1 

 Upload stories 
 
Assignments 

 Reflection due; upload to Blackboard. 
 
Week 16 | Dec. 8   

 Upload stories 
 
 


