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   News21 2011 National Project Seminar 
 

          Arizona State University 

                         Spring Semester 2011 

                                   MCO 598 

                                Class # 26568 

 

   Tuesday, 1:30-4:20 p.m. (until March 13) 

                          12:30-3:20 p.m. (after March 13)      

 

                               Cronkite 355 

 

 
Instructor 

Leonard Downie Jr., Weil Family Professor of Journalism 

Office:  Cronkite 389 

Office phone:  602-496-7973 

E-mail:  leonard.downie@asu.edu 

Office hours:  Tuesday:  11 a.m.-Noon 

                       Wednesday:  2 p.m.-3 p.m. 

                       Thursday:  11 a.m.-Noon 

                       And by appointment 

                       (Appointments preferred, including during office hours.) 

 

 

[Simulcast: This seminar is being team taught and video-conferenced with 

News21 graduate seminars at the colleges of journalism at the universities of 

Maryland and Nebraska. The Maryland instructor is Deborah Nelson, 

Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter and editor at the Los Angeles 

Times, Seattle Times and The Washington Post. The Nebraska instructor is 

Michelle Carr Hassler, former reporter and editor for newspapers in Tempe 

and Mesa, Arizona and Lincoln, Nebraska and a digital media specialist.]   

mailto:leonard.downie@asu.edu
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Required reading: 

 

Purchase: 

 

The Elements of Journalism 

Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel  

Three Rivers Press (paperback) (revised 2007 edition)  

 

Find online: 

 

The Reconstruction of American Journalism 

Leonard Downie Jr. and Michael Schudson  

Columbia University  

(http://www.cjr.org.reconstruction) 

 

Food Safety News 

MarlerClark law firm 

(http://www.foodsafetynews.com) 

 

Make Our Food Safe 

The Pew Health Group, The Pew Charitable Trusts 

(http://www.makeourfoodsafe.org/) 

(http://www.pewtrusts.org/foodsafety) 

 

Food Policy Institute 

Consumer Federation of America 

(http://www.consumerfed.org/food-and-agriculture) 

 

Current Food Safety News 

Center for Science in the Public Interest 

(http://www.cspinet.org/foodsafety/) 

 

Center for Foodborne Illness Research and Prevention 

(http://www.foodborneillness.org) 

 

CDC Food Safety Office 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(http://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/) 

 

Foodsafety.gov 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Resources  

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(http://www.foodsafety.gov) 

 

 

 

http://www.cjr.org.reconstruction/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/
http://www.makeourfoodsafe.org/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/foodsafety
http://www.consumerfed.org/food-and-agriculture
http://www.cspinet.org/foodsafety/
http://www.foodborneillness.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/
http://www.foodsafety.gov/
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Join and use website: 

 

Investigative Reporters and Editors (IRE) ($25 student membership) 

(http://www.ire.org) 

 

 

Course description: 
 

This is a News21 seminar to prepare an in-depth reporting project about food safety. 

Students will research and interview experts about food safety issues and develop a 

mission, themes and specific assignments for stories to be completed this summer in 

News21 newsrooms at the Cronkite School and Maryland’s Merrill College.   

 

 

Course requirements: 
 

1) On-time attendance at every seminar. Participate fully and meaningfully in class 

discussions.  

 

2) Complete and turn in required assignments by the deadlines listed in this syllabus. 

Late assignments will not be accepted. 

 

3) Research in teams assigned food safety regulatory issues for class presentation and 

discussion. Members of each team should share their research and reporting and 

jointly present their findings at the seminar on the day scheduled in this syllabus. 

Each member of the team must also write an individual report – in the form of a 

memo to an editor – summarizing the findings and adding her or his own analysis and 

story ideas. The individual memos, four or more single-spaced pages in length (but 

digestible for a busy editor), are due in printed form on the day the team is scheduled 

to report to the seminar. They should be well-written and thoroughly self-edited. 

They should cover:  

The government agency responsible for the assigned area of food safety regulation; 

Its statutory authority, mission, organization, budget and workforce;  

Its apparent strengths and weaknesses, including those cited in government and 

academic reports and by outside experts, critics and special interests;  

Its performance in the prevention of and/or response to food safety incidents and 

food-borne disease outbreaks in its areas of responsibility during the past decade;  

Its relationships to other federal and state food safety regulatory agencies in its areas 

of responsibility; 

Its relationships to the food industries and interests in its areas of responsibility; 

Its future challenges; 

Any available searchable databases to evaluate its performance; 

Ideas for revelatory stories about the agency’s mission and performance and their 

impact on the safety of America’s food supply. 

    

 

http://www.ire.org/
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4) Research and write a final two-to-four page memo – due by the start of class on 

Tuesday, April 19 – proposing a specific story assignment to be carried out during the 

summer News21 food safety reporting project. The memo should describe, in detail, 

the story idea, how it fits into the project’s overall mission, how it could be 

realistically completed during the summer – including sources of information, 

reporting techniques, any use of databases and necessary travel – and how it could 

best be presented as part of the project in print and/or visual or digital media. 

   

5) Post regularly on an internal class blog about interviews with seminar 

speakers, team research reports, other elements of class discussions and reading and 

reporting done outside the class on food safety issues and developments, including 

from news media, special interest and government websites as sources of information 

for blog posts, class discussions, reporting leads and development of story ideas. Blog 

posts should reflect this content. 

 

6)  Contribute to a class list on the blog of sources for News21 food safety reporting.  

 

 

Grading 

 

Content and quality of class participation and blog posts: 20 points. 

Team food safety issue research report presentation and individual memo:  40 points. 

Final story assignment memo:  40 points. 

 

A+ 97-100. A 94-96. A- 90-93. B+ 87-89. B 84-86. B- 80-83. C+ 76-79. C 70-75. 

D 69-60. E 59 and below. 

 

Performance in the seminar also will be used to select Cronkite students for participation 

in the summer food safety reporting project as News21 fellows.  

 

 

Act professionally 

 

Approach this seminar as you would approach work and collaboration with colleagues 

and editors in a newsroom. Avoid distractions, be prepared, behave collegially and meet 

deadlines. Your performance will be evaluated accordingly. 

 

 

Act ethically 

 

Plagiarism, fabrication, re-using material from another class, cheating or any other act of 

deception will result in automatic failure of the class and a recommendation of expulsion 

to the dean. 
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The Cronkite School’s academic integrity policy: 

 

Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated in the Walter Cronkite School of 

Journalism and Mass Communication. 

The crux of our democracy is the ability of citizens to obtain honest, turthful and 

balanced information, and the credibility and integrity of the individual journalist and 

communications professional are crucial to that effort. 

As the mission of the Cronkite School is to prepare students to become journalists and 

communication professionals, that credibility and integrity will be fostered within the 

educational environment of the school. To that end, a zero tolerance policy toward 

academic dishonesty will be enforced within every course and educational activity 

offered or sanctioned by the school. 

Any allegation of academic dishonesty will automatically be referred to the Standards 

Committee of the school for review and recommendation to the dean of the school. If any 

student is found by the committee to have engaged in academic dishonesty in any form – 

including but not limited to cheating, plagiarizing and fabricating – that student shall 

receive a grade of XE for the class and will be dismissed from the Walter Cronkite 

School of Journalism and Mass Communication. Reinstatement will not be reconsidered. 

There will be no exceptions. 

 

 

 

The Cronkite School’s diversity principles: 
 

The Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communications practices 

inclusivity in student, staff and faculty populations in order to create an academic 

environment that embraces diversity of thought and acceptance of all people regardless of 

race, gender, age, sexual orientation or societal, political, cultural, economic, spiritual or 

physical differences. 

To this end, the school directs efforts to the following four principles: 

* Actively seek out and encourage diverse populations to become productive 

members of the faculty, staff and student body. 

* Create and maintain a work, learning and social environment that is cognizant and 

supportive of a diversity of human differences and beliefs. 

* Incorporate within the formal content of the curriculum and in each course an 

affirmation of the core journalistic values of accuracy, fairness, ethical behavior and 

sensitivity when reflecting an increasingly multicultural world. 

* Foster and support a climate in which events and activities of the school reflect 

diversity of awareness, sensitivity to and support for people of different origins, 

orientations and abilities. 
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Schedule of classes (subject to change): 

 

[Tuesday, January 11: Seminar began at Nebraska.] 

[Assignment of Nebraska team to research and report on:  

      USDA/FSIS oversight and enforcement of meat processing safety] 

  

 

Week One: 

[Seminar begins Cronkite w/Nebraska] 

  

Tuesday, January 18 

Introduction to News21, this seminar, each other and accountability journalism 

 

[Assignment of Cronkite teams to research and report on: 

1) FDA safety oversight and enforcement of fruits and vegetables 

2) FDA and CPB safety oversight and enforcement of imported food (incl. fish) 

3) State and local agencies’ roles in oversight and enforcement of food safety  

4) CDC oversight and response to food-borne disease outbreaks and food recalls] 

 

Read:  

 

The Elements of Journalism 

Chapter 6: pages 139-161 

 

The Reconstruction of American Journalism 

Skim throughout for discussions of accountability journalism 

 

2010 News21 national transportation safety project 

(http://www.national.news21.com) 

  

Begin regularly reading food safety websites and food safety news coverage 

 

Speakers: 

 

Charlie Litton 

2010 News21 national project fellow 

(from Nebraska) 

 

Michelle Hassler 

Digital dimensions of accountability journalism and News21 project reporting 

(from Nebraska) 

 

Lauren Gilger 

Launching class blog and RSS feeds 

 

http://www.national.news21.com/
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Week Two: 

[Seminar begins at Maryland w/Cronkite and Nebraska] 

 

Tuesday, January 25: 

Fragmented regulation of American food supply 

Overview 

 

[Assignment of Maryland teams to research and report on: 

1) USDA/FSIS safety oversight and enforcement of poultry and processed egg       

products 

2) FDA safety oversight of eggs in shells 

3) FDA Food Safety Modernization Act (passed by Congress in December, 2010)  

as a case study in the politics of food safety]   

 

Read: 

“You Gonna Eat That?” 

Carol L. Tucker-Foreman 

The American Interest, Summer (May/June), 2010 

 

Speakers: 

Carol L. Tucker-Foreman 

Distinguished Fellow 

Food Policy Institute 

Consumer Federation of America 

(from Maryland) 

 

Deborah Nelson 

FOIA role in accountability journalism and News21 project reporting 

(from Maryland) 
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Week Three: 

 

Tuesday, February 1 

Fragmented regulation of American food supply 

Federal Agencies 

 

Read: 

 

“Who Inspects What? A Food Safety Scramble” 

Gretchen Goetz 

Food Safety News.com, December 16, 2010 

(http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/who-inspects-what-a-food-safety-scramble/) 

 

“Revamping Federal Oversight of Food Safety” 

U. S. Government Accountability Group: High Risks list 

(http://www.gao.gov/highrisks/risks/safety-security/food_safety.php) 

 

Food Safety Working Group: key findings 

(http://foodsafetyworkinggroup.gov) 

 

“Obama Administration Delivers on Commitment to Upgrade U. S. Food Safety System” 

July 7, 2009 press release 

The White House: Office of the President 

(http:///www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/) 

 

“Federal Agencies Announce Progress in First Year of Implementing Food Safety 

Working Group Recommendations” 

USDA press release #0362.10, July 9, 2010 

(http://www.usda.gov) 

 

“U. S. Food Safety No Longer Improving” 

Gardner Harris 

New York Times, April 9, 2009 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/10/health/policy/10food.html) 

 

Speaker: 

 

Eric Olson, 

Director, Food and Consumer Product Safety Programs, 

Pew Health Group, Pew Charitable Trusts 

(from Maryland) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/who-inspects-what-a-food-safety-scramble/
http://www.gao.gov/highrisks/risks/safety-security/food_safety.php
http://foodsafetyworkinggroup.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/
http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/10/health/policy/10food.html
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Week Four: 

 

Tuesday, February 8 

Food safety and health 

 

Read: 

 

“New Estimation of Food Poisoning Cases” 

William Newman 

New York Times, December 15, 2010 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/16/business/illness.html/) 

 

“New Esimates Lower Incidence of Food Poisoning” 

Helena Bottomiller 

Food Safety News.com, December 16, 2010 

(http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/cdc-releases-news-foodborne-illness/) 

 

“How Safe Is Our Food?” 

J. Glenn Morris Jr. 

Emerging Infectious Disease Journal 

Introduction to CDC reports on “Foodborne Illness Acquired in the United States” 

Centers for Disease Control 

(http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/index.html/) 

 

“The Long-Term Health Outcomes of Selected Foodborne Pathogens” 

Center for Foodborne Illness Research and Prevention 

(www.foodborneillness.org/research/html) 

 

“Children and Foodborne Illness” 

Make Our Food Safe.com 

Pew Health Group etal 

(http://www.makeourfoodsafe.com) 

 

 

Speaker: 

 

Barbara Kowalcyk or Pat Buck 

Center for Foodborne Illness Research and Prevention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/16/business/illness.html/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/cdc-releases-news-foodborne-illness/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/index.html/
http://www.foodborneillness.org/research/html
http://www.makeourfoodsafe.com/
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Week Five: 

 

Tuesday, February 15 

Fragmented food safety regulation 

Case study: meat 

U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/FSIS 

 

[Due today at Nebraska: meat safety team memos] 

 

Read: 

 

“The Burger That Shattered Her Life” 

Michael Moss 

New York Times, October 3, 2009 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/04/health/04meat.htmul) 

 

“2010 Meat and Poultry Recalls: Over 27 million lbs.” 

Dan Flynn 

Food Safety News.com 

(http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/meat-poultry-recalls-pver-27-million-lbs-in-

2010/) 

 

Presentation and discussion: 

 

Nebraska meat safety team 

(from Nebraska) 

 

Speaker: 

 

USDA, political, academic or consumer advocate source 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/04/health/04meat.htmul
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/meat-poultry-recalls-pver-27-million-lbs-in-2010/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/meat-poultry-recalls-pver-27-million-lbs-in-2010/
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Week Six: 

 

Tuesday, February 22 

Fragmented food safety regulation 

Case study: Poultry, eggs and processed egg products 

USDA/FSIS 

Food and Drug Adminstration (FDA) 

 

[Due today at Maryland: poultry and egg safety team memos] 

 

Read:  

 

“Salmonella-tainted eggs linked to U.S. government’s failure to act” 

(see also graphic: “Who’s responsible for U. S. eggs?”) 

Lyndsey Layton 

The Washington Post, December 11. 2010 

(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2010/12/10/AR2010121007485_) 

 

“Salmonella-tainted eggs from big producer in Iowa have sickened at least 1,200” 

David Brown 

The Washington Post, August 20, 2010 

(http://www.washingtonpostcom/wp-

dyn/content/article/2010/08/19/AR2010081906355_) 

 

“Clean Living in the Henhouse” 

William Neuman 

New York Times, Otober 7, 2010 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/07/business/07eggfarm.html) 

 

Presentation and discussion: 

 

Maryland poultry and egg safety teams 

 

 

Speakers: 

 

Lyndsey Layton, reporter 

The Washington Post 

(from Maryland) 

 

Dr. Sanford Miller 

Professor and senior fellow 

Joint Institute for Food Safety and Nutrition 

University of Maryland 

(from Maryland) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/10/AR2010121007485_
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/10/AR2010121007485_
http://www.washingtonpostcom/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/08/19/AR2010081906355_
http://www.washingtonpostcom/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/08/19/AR2010081906355_
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/07/business/07eggfarm.html
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Week Seven: 

 

Tuesday, March 1 

Fragmented Food Safety Regulation 

Case study: Fruits and vegetables 

FDA 

 

[Due today at Cronkite: Cronkite fruits and vegetables team memos] 

 

Skim for highlights and essential information: 

 

“Food Safety: Improvements Needed in FDA Oversight of Fresh Produce” 

U. S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), September, 2008 (GAO-08-1047) 

 

Food Safety News.com coverage of fruit and vegetable food-borne disease outbreaks and 

recalls in 2009 and 2010 

 

Presentation and discussion: 

 

Cronkite fruits and vegetables safety team 

 

Speaker: 

 

Michael Taylor 

Deputy Commissioner for food 

FDA  

(from Maryland) 

 

Arizona fruit and vegetable safety oversight expert or participant 

(from Cronkite)   
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Week Eight: 

 

Tuesday, March 8 

Fragmented Food Safety Regulation 

Case study: Imported food and fish 

FDA 

U. S. Customs and Border Protection 

 

[Due today at Cronkite: Cronkite food imports and fish team memo] 

 

Skim for highlights and essential information: 

 

“Food Safety: Agencies Need to Address Gaps in Enforcement and Collaboration to 

Enhance Safety of Imported Food” 

GAO, September, 2009 (GAO-09-873) 

 

“Food Safety: FDA Could Strengthen Oversight of Imported Food by Improving 

Enforcement and Seeking Additional Authorities” 

GAO, May 6, 2010 (GAO-10-699T) 

 

Presentation and discussion:  

 

Cronkite food imports and fish team 

 

Speaker: 

 

Lisa Shames 

Director, Agriculture and Food Safety Issues 

GAO 

(from Maryland) 

or 

Dr. John W. Jones 

Joint Institute for Food Safety and Nutrition 

University of Maryland 

(from Maryland) 

 

Additional presentation: 

 

Michelle Hassler 

Story pitches: how to research and craft story ideas 

 

 

 

                    {Cronkite spring break} 
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Week Nine: 

[Maryland and Nebraska spring break] 

[With the March 14 time change in the rest of the country,  

our Cronkite News21 seminar will be 12:30-3:20 Arizona time, beginning March 22] 

 

Tuesday, March 22:  

Cronkite national project role 
 

Review and discuss blog entries, development of project mission, themes, story ideas; 

Explore Arizona agricultural, food safety and border issues 

 

Speaker: 

 

Arizona academic, agriculture or food safety expect 

(at Cronkite)  

 

 

Week Ten: 

 

Tuesday, March 29 

Politics of food safety 

Case Study: FDA Food Safety Modernization Act content, lobbying,  

congressional action and implementation 
 

[Due today at Maryland: Maryland food safety politics team memos] 

 

Read: 

 

News coverage and special interest website analysis, beginning in December, 2010, 

of the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act legislation, lobbying, and implementation, 

including big vs. small farmers and processors, government regulation vs. self-regulation, 

FDA resources and congressional budget-cutting, FDA rule-making, etc.  

 

Presentation and discussion: 

 

Maryland food safety politics team 

 

Speaker: 

 

Member of Congress or staff member involved in congressional action on  

the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act 

(from Maryland) 
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Week Eleven: 

 

Tuesday, April 5 

State and Local food safety oversight and regulation 

 

[Due today at Cronkite: Cronkite state and local food safety team memos] 

 

Read: 

 

“Stronger Partnerships for Safer Food: An Agenda for Strengthening State and Local 

Roles in the Nation’s Food Safety System” 

Michael R. Taylor and Stephanie D. David 

Food Safety Research Consortium 

George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services, etal 

(http://www.thefsrc.org/State_local_report_release.htm) 

 

“Peanut Case Shows Holes in Safety Net” 

Michael Moss 

New York Times, February 9, 2009 

(http://nytimes.com/2009/02/09/us/09peanuts.html/) 

 

“How Minnesota Cracked the Peanut Butter Case” 

Ross Anderson 

Food Safety News.com, December 13, 2010 

(http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/bingo-how-minnesota-sleuthed-the-pca-bug/) 

 

“Ready or Not 2010: Protecting the Public’s Health from Disease, Disasters, and 

Bioterrorism” 

Trust for America’s Health, December, 2010 

(http://healthyamericans.org/reports/bioterror10/) 

 

Presentation and discussion: 

 

Cronkite state and local food safety team 

 

Speaker: 

 

Arizona state or local food safety official or academic expert 

(from Cronkite) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thefsrc.org/State_local_report_release.htm
http://nytimes.com/2009/02/09/us/09peanuts.html/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/12/bingo-how-minnesota-sleuthed-the-pca-bug/
http://healthyamericans.org/reports/bioterror10/
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Week Twelve: 

 

Tuesday, April 12 

Response to food safety emergencies 

Centers for Disease Control 
 

[Due today at Cronkite: Cronkite food-borne disease outbreak response team memos] 

 

Presentation and discussion: 

 

Cronkite food-borne disease outbreak response team 

 

Speaker: 

 

CDC food safety official or spokesperson 

 

Additional presentation: 

 

Cronkite staff member 

Visual journalism and the News21 national project 

(from Cronkite) 

 

 

Week Thirteen: 

 

Tuesday, April 19 

Commercial interests and food safety 

Case study: Third party food safety audits 
 

[Due today: News21 food safety project story assignment ideas 

See top of syllabus for requirements] 

 

Read: 

 

“Food inspection is often flawed” 

Lena H. Sun 

The Washington Post. October 22, 2010 

(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/10/21/AR201010216090/) 

  

Speakers: 

 

Lena Sun 

The Washington Post 

and/or 

Food industry spokesperson 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/10/21/AR201010216090/
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Week Fourteen: 

[Last seminar at Nebraska] 

 

Tuesday, April 26 

2011 News21 food safety project mission, themes and story ideas 
 

 

Discussion among faculty and students about how we want to shape the project’s 

mission, story themes and individual and team assignments, in addition to necessary 

travel, database research, digital and visual dimensions and the division of labor between 

the summer News21 newsrooms at Cronkite and Maryland. 

 

 

Week Fifteen: 

[Last seminar at Cronkite] 

 

Tuesday, May 3 

Local, organic and other alternative food sources and safety 
 

Speaker: 

 

Student-suggested expert and or advocate 

 

 

Week Sixteen: 

[Last seminar at Maryland] 


