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TEACHING IDEA INFORMATION 
 
1. Title of the teaching idea. 
Please give the title in no more than 10 words. 

 
Getting Real about Verification 
 
 
2. This idea is for teaching (check one or more):  
 
___x__ newswriting 
___x__ reporting 
___x__ editing 
 
 
3. I have used this idea in a course titled:  
 
Multimedia Journalism  
 
4. This idea is good for students who are (check one or more):   
 
_____ freshmen 
__x___ sophomores 
__x___ juniors or seniors 
__x___ graduate students in a professionally oriented program 
 
 
5. What is the goal of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
Briefly describe the point of the assignment or exercise. What is the assignment supposed to help students learn? 

 
The goal of this exercise is to reinforce the concepts and techniques of verification by giving 
students hands-on experience with some of the vetting tools journalists use. This exercise is 
part of a teaching module based on concepts and techniques outlined in “The Verification 
Handbook,” a free online book written by several well-known verification experts.  The 
exercise, which is combination of a scavenger hunt and Trivial Pursuit, allows students to gain a 
better grasp of the concepts because they actually use the tools and in an engaging way.   
 
 
6. How does the assignment or exercise work? (100-200 words) 



Please briefly describe how the teaching idea is implemented. What does the professor provide? What do 
students do? How long does the assignment or exercise take? What materials or equipment, if any, are needed? 
What is the final product? 
 

The in-class exercise comes at the end of a teaching lesson that includes a presentation on 
verification concepts and a discussion of the readings. I require students to read the all 10 
chapters and one case study from “The Verification Handbook.” (I divvy up select case studies 
among groups so each student doesn’t have to read them all.)   
 
For the exercise, I provide photographs that students must analyze with verification tools to 
uncover specific information. I try to create scenarios that challenge their critical thinking skills 
while allowing them to test drive image verification tools listed in the book. For example, one of 
the photos – of a tornado – is notorious for being re-circulated in the media. The students, who 
compete in teams, must find the original source, which they can do by using TinEye, a reverse 
image search engine.  To answer other questions, students EXIF data or a Google Image search 
to identify locations and do additional online research. Most of the photos I shot on an iPhone 
so they would include location data. The photos include both local landmarks (especially those 
frequented by reporters, such as the statehouse or police station) and foreign locales.  
 
7. How is the assignment innovative? (100 words or less) 
What makes this idea good for teaching in the 21st century or preparing 21st century journalists? 
 

Verification has long been an important tenet in journalism, but it is particularly important 
today as journalists have to quickly confirm the legitimacy of information in the fast-moving 
current of breaking news, social media and user-generated content.  Unfortunately, the media 
landscape is littered with examples of news outlets being duped by hoaxers or people with 
political axes to grind.  Providing students with the knowledge, techniques and skills of 
verification will help them ferret out the good from the bogus.  
 
8. What pitfalls have you encountered in using the idea and how did you overcome them? (100 words or less) 
What stumbling blocks are there to student success on the assignment? How did you help students overcome 
those? 
 

Ensuring that students read the material before we discuss it in class is always a challenge. For this 
assignment, I either give the students a short quiz over the reading or require them to write a 
reflection paper.  Some students express dismay at having to read an entire “book,” but I assure them 
“The Verification Handbook” chapters are short and readable.  
 
 
9. What it the impact of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
How have your students benefited – in your course or later – from this teaching idea? How has the idea helped 
your teaching? 
 

The exercise engages students while also stressing serious points about media credibility and the 
importance of fact-checking and accuracy. Students love the competition and enjoy becoming online 
sleuths for a class period.  The exercise helps them stretch their critical thinking skills and get practice 
handling real-life situations.  
 
As a teacher, I had a blast developing the exercise, which tested my creativity as I tried to come up 



with interesting photos and develop challenging questions. Although the prep took time, the end result 
was rewarding, particularly as I watched students excitedly working together to solve the puzzles. 
 
OPTIONAL SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
 
You may (but are not required to) attach relevant supporting materials in Word, PDF, Excel or JPEG formats 
when you send this form to 21stcenturyteachingtips@gmail.com. If you attach an example of student work 
using the teaching idea, please send not more than TWO examples of work. (That could be one example each of 
two students’ work or two examples of one student’s work.) If you have supporting materials that are in file 
formats other than Word, PDF, Excel or JPEG, please do not e-mail them. Instead, post them online and direct 
judges to a URL where they can find the materials. 
 
I (choose one): 
 
__xx__ Am attaching supporting materials 
____ Am not attaching supporting materials  
 
I have supporting materials judges can view online at (type in URLs):  
 
 
ENTRANT INFORMATION 
 
First or sole author: Michelle Carr Hassler  
Department: Journalism 
College or university: University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
School mailing address:  243 Andersen Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588 
Summer mailing address: same 
Summer e-mail address: mhassler3@unl.edu 
Summer phone number: 403-580-5816 
 
Check one:  
__xx__ full-time faculty member 
____ adjunct or part-time professor 
____ graduate student (teaching my own course or as a teaching assistant)  
____ other (please explain your position and any affiliations) 
 
Co-author (if any):  
Co-author’s department: 
College or university: 
School mailing address:  
Summer mailing address: 
Summer e-mail address: 
Summer phone number: 
 
Check one:  
____ full-time faculty member 
____ adjunct or part-time professor 
____ graduate student (teaching my own course or as a teaching assistant)  
____ other (please explain your position and any affiliations) 
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Examples of photos and questions used in  
“Getting Real about Verification” exercise 
 

Submitted by Michelle Carr Hassler  

 

 

Photo shot in Spain of Santiago de Compostela Cathedral. Students use an EXIF viewer to find the 

location. They also need to identify the landmark and list the date it was built. One way they can do this 

is to submit it to Google Images.  

 

 

 

Students had to identify the type of tree (Cook Pines), which they could do by using the EXIF data to first 

find the location (Lanai, Hawaii) and then digging a little bit online to research the tree species. 

 



 

A photo shot by a woman in Iowa. Students have to identify the woman, where the photo was shot and 

when. When they submit the image to TinEye, they can see all the places online that the photo was 

published. One of those is the New York Times, which discusses the origin and date.  

 

 

 

  

Students have to determine who is depicted in these sculptures (Red Cloud and Standing Bear, the only 

two Native Americans featured in the Nebraska Hall of Fame at the state capitol) and include a brief bio 

of each.  Using an EXIF viewer will give them the location, but they have to use their critical thinking and 

online research skills from there. 

 

 

http://thelede.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/06/13/a-remarkable-photo-from-tornado-country/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
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