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THE AMAZING TWITTER LIST RACE 
 
1. This idea is for teaching (check one or more):  
 
__x___ newswriting 
__x___ reporting 
______ editing 
 
 
2. I have used this idea in a course titled:  
 
Advanced Multimedia Reporting and Advanced Broadcast Reporting 
 
 
3. This idea is good for students who are (check one or more):   
 
_____ freshmen 
__x___ sophomores 
__x___ juniors or seniors 
__x___ graduate students in a professionally oriented program 
 
 
4. What is the goal of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
Briefly describe the point of the assignment or exercise. What is the assignment supposed to help students learn? 
 
The goal of this assignment is to show students how curating lists on Twitter can help them discover 
news sources, monitor what is happening in their community and develop story ideas. They complete 
the assignment as part of a friendly competition in which each student tries to develop a Twitter list 
with the most news sources.  
 
Students often do not follow local news closely and struggle to come up with strong story ideas. This 
assignment helps them focus by creating one place where they can keep current on events and be 
inspired.    
 
5. How does the assignment or exercise work? (200 words or less) 
Please briefly describe how the teaching idea is implemented. What does the professor provide? What do 
students do? How long does the assignment or exercise take? What materials or equipment, if any, are needed? 
What is the final product? 



 
 
To prepare students for the assignment, I demonstrate how Twitter lists work and show examples of how beat 
reporters use them. I discuss how students can mine social media for credible sources in several ways: by using 
search applications such Listorius, WeFollow and Twellow; by identifying valuable sources and examining who 
they follow; by monitoring pertinent hashtags to see who tweets to them; and by “raiding” other people’s 
Twitter lists. I also give them examples of viable story ideas that I culled from my own local news Twitter list.  
 
The assignment requires students to compile in a Twitter list as many valuable local news sources as possible.  
To make it fun, I pitch it as a contest in which students compete to gather the most sources by the next class 
period. To get them thinking about specific sources, I designate class time to brainstorm ideas of followers from 
different facets of the community.  
 
When class reconvenes and they return with their lists, we compare them and talk about the quality and 
helpfulness of sources. We also discuss the importance of monitoring their lists so they can periodically weed 
out unhelpful sources and replace them with new ones. 
 
 
6. How is the assignment innovative? (100 words or less) 
What makes this idea good for teaching in the 21st century or preparing 21st century journalists? 
 
While students use social media for personal reasons, they often don’t realize its potential for reporting.  By 
creating a Twitter list of credible sources, they discover how easy it is to monitor breaking news, keep track of 
events and spot trends – all in one place. With a tsunami of information to sort through daily, today’s journalists 
need to know and use strategic curating techniques.    
 
This assignment gives students a concrete example of how Twitter can help them as journalists. Now they can 
see the potential and may be inspired to develop other ways to use social media for journalistic purposes.  
 
7. What pitfalls have you encountered in using the idea and how did you overcome them? (100 words or less) 
What stumbling blocks are there to student success on the assignment? How did you help students overcome 
those? 
 
So they don’t simply copy sources they’ve seen by looking at each other’s lists, I ask them to keep their Twitter 
lists private until class time. And to avoid having students “stack” their lists with meaningless accounts, I warn 
them that the quality of sources will be closely scrutinized by me and the other students during the class 
discussion. I suggest that students be prepared to defend why they added each source.   
 
 
8. What it the impact of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
How have your students benefited – in your course or later – from this teaching idea? How has the idea helped 
your teaching? 

 
Students said the lists helped them learn more about the community and develop better story ideas. I noticed 
improvement in a subsequent assignment that required them to propose three story ideas gleaned from their 
Twitter lists.  
 
After the exercise is completed, I encourage students to share the sources they’ve found so they can build even 
better lists. In essence, they develop “super lists” that they can tap into for future assignments in this class and 



others. And their new understanding of how to use social media for reporting and story development will help 
them someday on the job.  
 
OPTIONAL SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
 
You may (but are not required to) attach relevant supporting materials in Word, PDF, Excel or JPEG formats 
when you send this form to 21stcenturyteachingtips@gmail.com. If you attach an example of student work 
using the teaching idea, please send not more than TWO examples of work. (That could be one example each of 
two students’ work or two examples of one student’s work.) If you have supporting materials that are in file 
formats other than Word, PDF, Excel or JPEG, please do not e-mail them. Instead, post them online and direct 
judges to a URL where they can find the materials. 
 
I (choose one): 
 
____ Am attaching supporting materials 
__xx__ Am not attaching supporting materials  
 
I have supporting materials judges can view online at (type in URLs):  
 
 
ENTRANT INFORMATION 
 
First or sole author: Michelle Carr Hassler 
Department: Journalism  
College or university: College of Journalism and Mass Communications 
School mailing address:  243 Andersen Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-0443 
Summer mailing address: same 
Summer e-mail address: mhassler3@unl.edu  
Summer phone number: 402-580-5816 
 
Check one:  
_xx___ full-time faculty member 
____ adjunct or part-time professor 
____ graduate student (teaching my own course or as a teaching assistant)  
____ other (please explain your position and any affiliations) 
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