
ENTRY FORM 
 

AEJMC NEWSPAPER AND ONLINE NEWS DIVISION 
TNT21 TEACHING IDEAS COMPETITION 2015 

 
Deadline: 11:59 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time, Friday, May 29, 2015 

Late applications will not be accepted.   
 

Submit via email to 21stcenturyteachingtips@gmail.com 
 
 

TEACHING IDEA INFORMATION 
 
1. Title of the teaching idea. 
Please give the title in no more than 10 words. 
 
“Weather Wise: A Data and Design Exercise” 
 
2. This idea is for teaching (check one or more):  
 
__x___ newswriting 
__x___ reporting 
__x___ editing 
 
 
3. I have used this idea in a course titled:  
 
Multimedia Journalism 
 
4. This idea is good for students who are (check one or more):   
 
__x___ freshmen 
__x___ sophomores 
__x___ juniors or seniors 
__x___ graduate students in a professionally oriented program 
 
 
5. What is the goal of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
Briefly describe the point of the assignment or exercise. What is the assignment supposed to help students learn? 
 
This assignment gives students hands-on experience using basic data and data visualization tools for creating 
news content. The assignment encourages students to practice many skills, including design, headline and web 
writing, data analysis and chart making. It also challenges their critical thinking and news judgment by requiring 
them to decide what information is important and how best to display the information.  
 
6. How does the assignment or exercise work? (100-200 words) 
Please briefly describe how the teaching idea is implemented. What does the professor provide? What do 
students do? How long does the assignment or exercise take? What materials or equipment, if any, are needed? 
What is the final product? 
 
After several teaching lessons about data journalism and data visualization, students are asked to create a 



stand-alone infographic that tells the story of the previous month’s weather statistics in their community. They 
must study weather data and then decide what is important to highlight and how best to display the 
information.   
 
I have them use Piktochart, a free infographic creator. Each infographic must contain a main headline and one 
chart; but the rest of the design is up to them as long as they highlight interesting and helpful weather data.  I 
suggest that they avoid using Piktochart templates to allow for more creativity.  
 
The infographic must contain enough information to stand on its own, so I stress the importance of focus, 
clarity, labeling and using text where needed to guide the reader.  
 
7. How is the assignment innovative? (100 words or less) 
What makes this idea good for teaching in the 21st century or preparing 21st century journalists? 
 
Today’s journalists need to know how to analyze data to find stories and make sense of our world. They also 
need to explore new ways to tell stories on different platforms. This assignment helps introduce them to both.  
 
Using weather as the basis for data exploration is less intimidating to students because they understand it. 
Weather is also a staple in news coverage, so students are challenged in a real-life way. They need to learn how 
to focus on what their audience would find interesting. Weather statistics also are readily available online.    
 
8. What pitfalls have you encountered in using the idea and how did you overcome them? (100 words or less) 
What stumbling blocks are there to student success on the assignment? How did you help students overcome 
those? 
 
Introducing any new technology to students can always be problematic. Piktochart is easy and intuitive, but I still 
spend class time walking them through the program so they are comfortable.  
 
I also provide them with examples of published weather stories and infographics, which we discuss in class, so 
they can see what aspects of the data reporters focus on and why.   
 
I have students download their completed Piktocharts to their computers and upload them as a JPEG to a shared 
Google Doc folder. But the options are many; Piktocharts can be published, embedded or sent via email or social 
media.  
 
9. What it the impact of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
How have your students benefited – in your course or later – from this teaching idea? How has the idea helped 
your teaching? 
 
This is an easy first-step assignment for students to put into practice basic data and data visualization concepts 
they have studied.  By getting the hands-on experience with this assignment, students become comfortable and 
receptive when tackling more sophisticated data and data visualization assignments. Using a simple and 
straightforward assignment like this also helps keep the focus on the important journalistic principles not the 
tech.     
 
OPTIONAL SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
 
You may (but are not required to) attach relevant supporting materials in Word, PDF, Excel or JPEG formats 
when you send this form to 21stcenturyteachingtips@gmail.com. If you attach an example of student work 
using the teaching idea, please send not more than TWO examples of work. (That could be one example each of 
two students’ work or two examples of one student’s work.) If you have supporting materials that are in file 
formats other than Word, PDF, Excel or JPEG, please do not e-mail them. Instead, post them online and direct 

mailto:21stcenturyteachingtips@gmail.com


judges to a URL where they can find the materials. 
 
I (choose one): 
 
____ Am attaching supporting materials 
__x__ Am not attaching supporting materials  
 
I have supporting materials judges can view online at (type in URLs):  
 
 
ENTRANT INFORMATION 
 
First or sole author: Michelle Carr Hassler 
Department: College of Journalism and Mass Communications 
College or university: University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
School mailing address: 243 Andersen Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-0443 
Summer mailing address: same 
Summer e-mail address: mhassler3@unl.edu  
Summer phone number: 402-580-5816 
 
Check one:  
__x__ full-time faculty member 
____ adjunct or part-time professor 
____ graduate student (teaching my own course or as a teaching assistant)  
____ other (please explain your position and any affiliations) 
 
Co-author (if any):  
Co-author’s department: 
College or university: 
School mailing address:  
Summer mailing address: 
Summer e-mail address: 
Summer phone number: 
 
Check one:  
____ full-time faculty member 
____ adjunct or part-time professor 
____ graduate student (teaching my own course or as a teaching assistant)  
____ other (please explain your position and any affiliations) 
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