
Teaching News Terrifically  
in the 21

st
 Century 

  A teaching ideas competition sponsored by the Newspaper Division of the 
Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication 

 
Deadline: 11:59 p.m. PDT, May 20, 2011 

   
To enter your original idea for teaching newswriting, reporting or editing in the 21st century, 
please fill out the entire three-page form below. (Don’t miss the contact and biographical 
information on the final page.) Then e-mail the form, as an attachment, to 
21stcenturyteachingtips@gmail.com by   11:59 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time May 20, 2011. 
Teaching ideas will be judged for their originality, innovative nature, ease of application, 
completeness, writing and whether they would work in more than one course and/or at different 
types of schools. Results of the TNT21 competition will be available on the   Newspaper 
Division listserv and on the Newspaper Division’s website, http://aejmc.net/newspaper, about 
July 1. If you have questions, please contact the teaching competition coordinator,   Susan 
Keith of the Department of Journalism and Media Studies at Rutgers University at 
susank@scils.rutgers.edu (732-932-7500, ext. 8235)  
 

 

SUBMISSION 
 
Title of your teaching idea (no more than 10 words): How to pitch stories in a multimedia world 
 
This idea is for teaching (check one or more):  
 
__xx___ newswriting 
___xx__ reporting 
_____ editing 
 
I have used this idea in a course titled: NewsNetNebraska (a multimedia reporting course) 
 

This idea is good for students who are (check one or more):   
 
_____ freshmen 
___x__ sophomores 
___x__ juniors or seniors 
___x__ graduate students in a professionally oriented program 
 
 
What is the goal of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
Briefly describe the point of the assignment or exercise. What is the assignment supposed to help 
students learn? 
 
This assignment helps students identify and improve story ideas for multiple platforms. They post story 
pitches on a blog. By answering questions about their pitches on the blog, the students think about 
what the real story is and what medium would tell it best. Posting ideas publicly facilitates discussion 
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and peer feedback. It forces students to research ideas before pitching.  
This assignment: 

 Familiarizes students with RSS feeds, including Twitter. 

 Helps students identify what format works best for stories. 

 Helps students synthesize the approach they’ll take for a story. 

 Helps students learn a content management system. 
 

How does the assignment or exercise work? (100-200 words) 
Please briefly describe how the teaching idea is implemented. What does the professor provide? What 
do students do? How long does the assignment or exercise take? What materials or equipment, if any, 
are needed? What is the final product? 
 
A lecture introduces multimedia storytelling, outlining what makes a story work best in different 
mediums. A PowerPoint showcases examples of stories in text, photo, slideshows and video. Students 
learn how to create RSS readers to monitor news sites, blogs and Twitter and learn how reporters use 
them to develop ideas. The professor creates a class blog, which includes links to multimedia 
resources and tutorials. Students become blog authors and learn how to post on it. 
 
In class, students brainstorm ideas in groups, keeping in mind they will have to produce stories using 
different mediums. The groups hash out ideas, potential sources and storytelling methods. Each group 
chooses the best idea and reports to the class, where the story is discussed as it might be in a 
newsroom. This exercise is used to demonstrate what kinds of questions students must answer for 
story pitches. It also demonstrates how sharing pitches fine-tunes ideas. Students use RSS readers to 
generate ideas. 
 
For the rest of the semester, students post story pitches on the class blog. At the start of each class, 
the students and professors discuss pitches, readily available for review on the class blog. Student 
stories are published on a website. 
 
How is the assignment innovative? (100 words or less) 
What makes this idea good for teaching in the 21st century or preparing 21st century journalists? 
 
This assignment combines traditional journalism values -- what makes a good story -- with 21st century 
tools. Students, who will need to tell stories in multiple platforms to succeed in today’s world, learn to 
develop story ideas with different mediums in mind. They become comfortable with newer tools like 
RSS readers, Twitter and blogging systems and see the possibilities they offer in helping the reporting 
process. They essentially learn to crowdsource their ideas by posting them publicly for review. All of 
these skills will be useful to them in internships or jobs.  
 
 
How do you overcome pitfalls? (100 words or less) 
What stumbling blocks are there to student success on the assignment? How did you help students 
overcome those? 
 
Students start at different skill levels. Some have used blogs, Twitter or RSS feeds; others have not. 
Some are comfortable with telling stories in print; others are more familiar with audio or video. Starting 
at the beginning – what works and what doesn’t over different mediums – increases student comfort 
levels. Posting tutorials on the blog - from how to create RSS readers to how to post on a Wordpress 
site - lets them review on their own time and at their pace. The tutorials include step-by-step directions 
using screen captures. In course evaluations, students repeatedly said the training eased their fears. 



 
What it the impact of the assignment or exercise? (100 words or less) 
 
How have your students benefited – in your course or later – from this teaching idea? How has the idea 
helped your teaching? 
 
Students learn many techniques and tools in this approach that they will use in internships and jobs. In 
course evaluations, students say the course taught them to look at formulating stories for different 
platforms.  They learn to use the Internet as a resource for finding stories. They learn how to focus 
story ideas by posting their pitches and discussing them in a newsroom-like setting. As professors, we 
learned how some of the same tools – a blog, video tutorials, RSS feeds – enhance our classroom by 
engaging students in a hands-on way.  
 

SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
 
You may (but are not required to) attach relevant supporting materials in Word, rich text format, PDF, 
Excel or JPEG formats when you send this form to 21stcenturyteachingtips@gmail.com. If you 
attach an example of student work using the teaching idea, please send not more than TWO examples 
of work. (That could be one example each of two student’s work or two examples of one student’s 
work.) If you have supporting materials that are in file formats other than .rtf, .doc, PDF, Excel or JPEG, 
please do not e-mail them. Instead, post them online and direct judges to a URL where they can find 
the materials. 
 
I (choose one): 
 
____ Am attaching supporting materials 
____ Am not attaching supporting materials  
 
I have supporting materials judges can view online at (type in URLs):  
 
Two examples of story pitches, posted on the class blog; 
 

http://unlnewsnet.wordpress.com/2010/09/29/ryans-slideshow-pitch/ 
 
http://unlnewsnet.wordpress.com/2010/10/27/reineke-video-story-pitch/ 
 
The class blog: 
http://unlnewsnet.wordpress.com/ 
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INSTRUCTOR(S) 
 
Single-authored, co-authored and multiple-authored submissions are accepted. If you are applying as 
instructors in different categories – for example, a full-time faculty member and an adjunct – please 
indicate above which person is in which category. Submissions co-authored by a full-time faculty 
member and either an adjunct or graduate student will be judged in the full-time faculty member 
category. Submissions co-authored by an adjunct and a graduate student will be judged in the category 
of the first author listed below.  
 
If your position does not fit into the category of full-time faculty member, adjunct or graduate student, 
please check “other” below and explain your position. Determination of which category to place 
submissions from applicants whose positions do not fit in the full-time faculty, adjunct or graduate 
student categories will be made by competition organizers. 
 
First or sole author’s name: Sue Burzynski Bullard 
Department:  Journalism 
College or university: University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
School mailing address:  241 Andersen Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-0474 
Summer mailing address: 2862 E. Booth Road, Au Gres, MI 48703 
Summer e-mail address: sbullard2@unl.edu 
Summer phone number: 248 842 3992 
 
Check one:  
__x__ full-time faculty member 
____ adjunct or part-time professor 
____ graduate student (teaching my own course or as a teaching assistant)  
____ other (please explain your position and any affiliations) 
 
Name of co-author (if any): Michelle Carr Hassler 
Department: Journalism 
College or university: University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
School mailing address: 140 Andersen Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-0474 
Summer mailing address: same 
Summer e-mail address: mhassler3@unl.edu  
Summer phone number: 402-472-7050 
 
Check one:  
__x__ full-time faculty member 
____ adjunct or part-time professor 
____ graduate student (teaching my own course or as a teaching assistant)  
____ other (please explain your position and any affiliations) 
 
Bio(s) (125 words or less for each author): 
 

Sue Burzynski Bullard teaches editing, reporting and multimedia classes. She joined UNL in 

August 2008, after a year as visiting editor-in-residence at Michigan State University.  Before 

heading to the classroom, Sue held a variety of editing positions during 21 years at The Detroit 

News, including three years as managing editor.  She also worked as a reporter and editor at 

newspapers in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., Lansing and Port Huron, Mich. She earned a bachelor's 

degree in journalism from Michigan State University and a master's degree in administration 
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from Central Michigan University. In 2010, she won the Promising Professor Award from the 

Mass Communication and Society division of AEJMC. Sue serves on the executive board of the 

American Copy Editors Society (ACES). 

 

 

Michelle Carr Hassler has taught at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln since 1998. She teaches 

the capstone multimedia course and leads a seminar for the college’s freshmen learning 

community students. She serves as the college’s coordinator for News 21 and co-taught a 

News21 seminar with faculty from two other universities. Before coming to UNL, Michelle 

worked in newspapers for 16 years in a variety of positions, including education and city hall 

reporter at the Tempe (Ariz.) Daily News; police and courts reporter, general assignment 

reporter, columnist and state editor at the Lincoln Journal; and night city editor and interim 

editorial page editor at the Lincoln Journal Star. She received a bachelor's degree in journalism 

and a master's in English, both from UNL.  
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